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The Cerebellum
The cerebellum is controls the body’s motors, muscles. Though the cerebellum makes up less than 10% of the brain’s mass, it contains 50% of the brain’s neurons. Though other parts of the brain help with motor control, the cerebellum is the main processor for coordination. You can analogize the cerebellum to the processor in a computer. Even though other parts of the computer do processing, the main “think” power is located in the processor/ cerebellum. In controlling the muscles, the cerebellum will also control balance by adjusting the movement of muscles. Proper cerebellum control creates the graceful smooth walking motion of a normal person. The combination of balance and muscle control allows humans to run, walk, and crawl in almost any way or direction. The cerebellum can tell you when to stop by judging distances.
Damage to the cerebellum can result in a variety of negative results. Drugs are one of the chief things that affect the brain. Alcohol can affect the cerebellum with destructive results. Alcohol will slow your cerebellum down by depressing the cells, and hence slowing your reactions. This dangerous liquid will also cause you to lose coordination, resulting in thousands of alcohol related accidents every year, killing thousands. Also among the drugs that affect the brain are marijuana, crack cocaine, heroine, ecstasy, and a smorgasbord of other legal and illegal drugs. Depressant drugs, which are depressants, as their name suggests, will depress the neurons in the brain causing signals to travel more slowly and reducing reflexes. Typically, this is caused by alcohol, resulting in thousands of deaths each year from drunken driving accidents. In a way, the cerebellum is the most important part of the brain because is protects you from yourself. Without your cerebellum, you would walk off a cliff without ever seeing how close it was. 
The cerebellum is located below the cerebrum and behind the brain stem. It is in a vulnerable position in relation to openings in the skull, but usually avoids damage. Physical damage to the cerebellum can damage neurons and damage depth perceptions, distance estimations, and fluidity of motion. That means that if your cerebellum gets hurt, you get hurt, with the inability to move around for fear of tripping, falling, slipping, or any other variety of embarrassing moments caused by misjudged steps, leaps, or strides. However, unless your cerebellum is severely damaged, small lesions will do little besides minor problems. Severe damage means when a part of your cerebellum is destroyed or completely removed. Your cerebellum can be affected by mood changes, and depression can cause you to slow your stride, thus mirroring your mood. Because your cerebellum is so essential, protecting it is very important.
